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MEMORIAL/INDEPENDENCE DAY

Adam celebrated his bar mitzva, Rabbi
Moses Cyrus Weiler, the founder of the
Reform movement in South Africa, told
his congregation that he was offering the
boy to Israel. Soon afterwards, Adam left
the pampered life of Johannesburg to
study at the Military Academy in Haifa. In
1970, at the age of 25, he was killed on the
Suez Canal, a casualty of the War of Attri-
tion. Three years later, Gideon Weiler, the
third of Rabbi Weiler's six children, died in
a ferocious tank battle on the Go]an
Heights on the third day of the Yom Kip-
pur War.

seph, are officers in the army reserves: the
youngest son, Benjamin, holds the rank of
“sergeant.”Weiler’s daughter, Arnona,
served in the Air Force. )
Today, the 82-year-oid rabbi and his
wife, Una, live in a home in Abu Tor
named Neve Adam after their son. Un-
framed pictures of their children, both of
whom were majors in the regular army,
hang on the wall, each adorned with a
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corps to which they belonged.

The kippa and the beret, representing
spiritual faith and. temporal might, were
mutually exclusive for so many centuries of
Jewish hxstorv Today, they are the under-
pinnings of Rabbi Weiler's faith and the
source of his consolation.

His faith is a simple one. The Jewish
nation and its teachings must live, he be-
lieves. After the Holocaust, Jewish sover-
eignty is the only guarantee of national
survival. Sovereignty. however. is not suf-
ficient. In order to survive, the Jewish state
must be strong; for that, you need soldiers.

“I always believed in practising what [
preach,” Weiler told The Jerusalem Post
on the eve of Memorial Day. ‘Therefore, I
felt that all my children had to receive a
military education and serve in the Israel
Defence Forces.™

Rabbi Weiler and Yossi Ben-Hanan, armoured corps commander at the memorml servke

for the Weiler sons at Mount. Herzl on Sunday. (Imet) Adam (1) and Gideon Weiler.
_(Eyal Grcn’/ Mcdxa)

OVER 30 years ago, on the day his son

" unyielding convictions,
Two of Wellers sons, Daniel and Jo-

kippa and the black beret of the armoured _

Dan lzenberg -

The existence of the state has forced

. Jews to change their aptitudes and skills,

said Weiler. “When my father was called
up to the Latvian army, he pretended to be
deaf and dumb to escape military service.
When I was undergoing military training at
the University of Delaware my offlcers
released me because I was so mept But
Israel requxres something different.”

Weiler, a patriarchal and strong-willed
man with uncompromising idealism and
is used to having
his way. In the 1920s, as a young rabbinical
student at Hebrew Union Colleoe in Cin-
cinnati, he fought against the deep rooted
anti-Zionis: tendencies of the Reform
movement. As the first Reform rabbi in
South Africa, he withstood physical threats
from anti-Reform activists to establish a
flourishing congregation. Even today, the
octogenarnizan walks to the Mevakshei Der-
ech synagogue in the neighbourhood of
San Simon every Shabbat, winter and sum-
mer, a 45-minute hike each way.

His strong character apparently rubbed
off on his children. At the outbreak of the
Six Day War, Adam, who was then study-
ing at Sussex Lmversm' in England, fouvht
his way aboard a plane bound for Israel
and Jomed his combat unit without even
managing to tell his parents he had re-
turned. After the war, Gen. Yisrael Tal,
the founder of the Armoured Corps, per-
suaded him to remain in Israel and return
to the army. -

Adam was killed in an amilerv exchanoe
on the Suez Canal four days ‘before his
brothcr Benjamin’s bar mitzva.

“He and Benjamm were very close,”
said Weiler. “Benjamin’s Tora portion in-
cluded Chapter 1, verse 2 of Leviticus
which begins: ‘“When any man (adam) of
you bringeth 4 sacrifice to the Lord." In a
sermon devised at the last moment, Benja-
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min interpreted the sentence as referring
to his brother who had sacrificed hlmself in
the defence of his country.”

Three years later, Gideon. then 23, was
rushed to the Golan Heights from a rear
base a day before the outbreak of the Yom
Kippur War. He participated in the battle -
aimed at hclding back the Syrians who had
poured over the ceasefire line on Saturday,
October 6. By Monday, Syrian tanks out-
numbered the Israeli armour 10 to one.
Gideon was dispatched to .ascertain the
fate of several tanks in a neighbcuring unit.
On the way, his vehicle sustained two di-
rect bazooka hits and he was killed. A day
later, Israeli reservists blocked the enemy
assault and pushed the Svrians back be-
yond their own lines.

IN THE EULOGY he delivered for his
son a few days later, Rabbi Weiler quoted .
from the Book of Judges: “And the angel
of the Lord appeared unto him, and said
unto him, ‘The Lord is with thee. thou
mighty man of valour.” And Gideon said
unto him: ‘O my Lord, if the Lord be with
us, why then is all this befallen us? And
where are all His wondrous works which
our fathers told us of, saying: Did not the
Lord bring us up from Egypt? But now the
Lord hath cast us off, and delivered us into
the hand of Midian.” And the Lord turned
towards him, and said: ‘Go in this thy
might, and save Israel.” ™

Gldeon_dled eight months after his mar-.

riage. ‘His wife was pregnant with their
daughter, Gal.
Weiler said that according to the Blble

‘men who are betrothed or married less

than a year do not have to go to war. But
the Mishna explains that these exemptions
refer only to milhemer r'shut, a war of
chocie or expansion. In milhemet mitzva, a
war of self-defence, everyone must fight.
And the Yom Kippur War was a milhemer
mitzva.

For that very reason, Weiler rails against

—_ ) -

the ultra- Orthodox who do not send then’
children to the army.
I wouldn't be able to sleep at night if I

"were a yeshiva student and heard that my

neighbour had fallen in battle.” he assert-
ed. "I would feel guilty that I was alive and
not taking part in the defence of the
homeliand.™

For the same reason. he extols the veshz-
vor hesder. where the students alternate
between veshiva study and army service.

“For me, the answer to the Holocaust is
a strong Israel.” he added. **We saw that
the other day [when a Palestinian stabbed
two Israelis to death and wounded ‘three
others in downtown Jerusalem]. I'm not a
militarist or a racist. but we can't take any
chances.”

THE KEY to maintaining a strong Israel is
the unity of the nation, accordmz to
Weiler. That. too. is what makesnposmb
to sustain the personal loss. And here, for
the first time, a note of dlssatlsfactlon
creeps into his words.

“We must look upon ourseives as an
extended family and turn the saying ‘all of
Israel is respoasible for one another’ into
living fact: we must put an end to the
hatred that is rampant in some quarters.’

The death of his sons hag not embittered
Weiler or turned him into an Arab-hater.
But it has strengthened his belief that Isra-
el must be strong.

“Istill mamtam my strong faith in Jew15h
universalism,” he said in the eulogy to
Gideon. “My Judaism still follows the
teaching of the prophets and sages of Israel
which encompass the universe. I still be-
lieve in justice and righteousness as the
great ideals of the Jewish people. Every
Jew must love God. the Jewish people, and

every human being - regardless of race.

colour, or creed. But this is not in conflict
with our dedication to the State of Israel.
the greatest experiment in Jewish life in the
last 2,000 years.”



