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TRIBUTE

Memories of

In response to last week'’s article
about New Profile, ‘In Jerusalem’
is reprinting an article that
appeared in this paper 23 years
ago in which a father remembers
his son who was killed in combat
in Lebanon in 1975

* By ELIEZER WHARTMAN

ime is no healer. Any

bereaved parent can

attest to that. Time

may assuage the

grief, but the wound
never heals.

Memorial Day, when the
nation remembers its war dead,
is the worst. Though you sense
the sympathy of those around
you, you are isolated, wrapped
in your own anguish.

You see your son everywhere.
And nowhere. You grasp at
shadows. Could that soldier
with a jaunty gait be Moshe?
Could that snatch of laughter
be his?

We lost Moshe in 1975. He
fell in a clash while leading a
patrol inside Lebanon o seek
and destroy terrcrists before
they could enter Istael. He paid
with his life so that all of us
could live free from terrorism.

The pain of his death is
something that only a parent
who has lost a child can com-
prehend. But beyond that pain,
Moshe — and many like him -
has given us a perspective
which in these dark days we
desperately need. For some-
times, looking about at the
moral disintegration, the ram-
pant materialism, the cynicism
and despair, we tend to see
only isolated stumps and fail to
perceive the forest. Through
our son and his comrades, we
can still retain the pristine
vision.

While we sit comfortably in
our homes and talk of the need
for bridging the gap between
the “two Israels” and creating a
bond between the haves and
the have-nots, the educated
and the near-illiterate, that
bond is being sealed in blood
by men on patrols, who come
from all backgrounds and all
communities.

For them, the gnawing away
at the national dream is as irrel-
evant as it is incomprehensible.
They do their task without
seeking compensation or
recognition.

PERHAPS ONE can find some
clue to the character of this

generation in a letter Moshe
wrote just before he was due to
be released from the army after
serving three and a half years.
Seeing the situation in the
North, he had agreed to the
army’s request to stay for nine
more months.

“By nature 1 don’t have to
struggle too hard to make deci-
sions,” he wrote. “If I think
something is worth doing, I
don't hesitate. But this time
I'm torn by indecision. On one
hand, everything in me cries
out for Iris [his girlfriend], for a
chance to study and do all the
things I love. Often in this
lonely outpost my thoughts
reach out to my beloved book-
shelf. My mind’s eye wanders
to the now mute guitar, the
wnused  tennis racqaet and
swimming trunks, and a pang
goes through me. 1 feel the
fatigue of these last few years,
the awtul, unending responsi-
bility .and the grayness of life.
But on the other hand, I under-
stand that without me and my
friends being here along this
border, 1 shali never be able to
enjoy the pleasures of that
room. These are two polarities,
and there’s no bridge between
them. It’s as simple as that.”

[ have been trying to think
hew I can explain Moshe and
his generation to people who
live far away.

THAT  CHALLENGE  was
brought home to me while we
were sitting shiva. A journalist
from Finland called and said he
wanted to learn about the
hiunan element behind the dry
press report of the clash. He
told me that in Finland (as in
most countries), clashes
between Israelis and terrorists
are reported as brief snippets.
He wanted to give his readers a
more in-depth picture of the
Israeli soldier..

Curious to know how Israel
appeared to the Finns, I asked
him what image the papers
conveyed. Israel, he said,
resembled a little Spartan state
in the Middle East, armed to
the teeth, determined to swal-
low up its weaker neighbors —
an obstinate, belligerent nation

that poscd a threat to world
peace and could bring about a
confrontation between the two
superpowers and possible
world destruction.

How could 1 tell him in
words e could understand
what is involved in Israel’s
struggle for its very existence?

Then it came to me. “Israel
today,” T said, “is Finland in
1939, when the Russian jugger-
naut moved in to destroy its
small neighbor. A handful of
brave Finns —stopped the
Russians with their bodies,
determined to preserve Finnish
independence.

“Israel today,” I went on, “is
like England in 1940, when
another monstrous apparition
was bent on its destruction.
The only thing standing
between Britain and annihila-
tion were a few courageous
pilots who took to the skies
daily to combat the Nazi air
fleets. With desperate courage,
they halted the carnage and
defeated the murderous foe. In
the case of Finland and Britain,
the challenge was to remain
free; in Israel’s case the issue is
to remain alive,” I said.

“In a much broader sense,
Israel is not only struggling for
its life but is protecting the
entire free world. If Israel were
to go under, the military dicta-

torships of the Middle East

would slide into the Soviet
orbit. If the Middle East goes,

so does Europe, for that conti-

nent lacks the inner fortitude
to stand up to the Soviet
Union. Then we would be
faced with the specter of an
irresolute America, forced to
stand up alone to a gigantic
dictatorship. The implications
of such a confrontation stagger
the mind. Never - in our day as
in 1940 - have so many owed
so much to so few.”

The Finn began to compre-
hend what is involved in what
appears to be simply an “inter-
minable, squalid, regional con-
tlict.”

Moshe was one of 137 men —
olim or sons of North
American olim - who fell in
the defense of Israel since
1948. We who fought in the
War of Independence little
dreamed that our children
would be called upon to fight —
and fall - in future conflicts.
They lie in a score of military
cemeteries, with the dead of
the Sinai Campaign, the Six
Day War, the Yom Kippur War,
the Litani Campaign, the
Lebanon War, the seemingly
endless wars of attrition, bor-
der skirmishes, and the toll of
military accidents.

We, the bereaved, are taught

by our tradition that excessive
grief is harmful. We dare not
give ourselves over to self-com-
miseration, to ceaseless long-
ing for our beloved dead. We
must live a double life — one for
us and one for them: meaning-
tul lives, each in his own way
stretching out his hand to
those who need help. We have
a sacred duty to speak out
about injustice, intolerance
and indifference. For the sake
of our sons, we must not be
silent.

IN OUR hearts there will
always remain the image of our
young sons stepping out into
the danger, sure of their faith
in Jewish survival in a world
cownpletely disinterested in it.

Hannah Senesz, the para-
trooper who sacrificed her life
attempting to save Jews
trapped in Hitler’s Europe, put
in words what our sons mean
to the Jewish people - to free
men everywhere: “There are
stars whose light reaches the
earth only after they them-
selves have diSintegrated and
are no more. And there are
men whose scintillating mem-
ory lights the world after they
have passed from it. These
lights, which shine in the dark-
est night, are those that illu-
mine for us the path.”
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TIME IS NO healer. Any bereaved
parent can testify to that. Time may
assuage the grief, but the wound
never heals.

« Memorial Day, when the nation
remembers its war dead, is the
worst. Though you sense the sym-
pathy of the people around you, you
are 1solated from them. wrapped in
vour own anguish.

- You see your son everywhere.
And nowhere. You grasp at sha-
dows. Could that soldier walking
with a jaunty gait be Moshe? Could
that snatch of laughter be his? Could
that be Moshe coming up the road,
knapsack slung loosely over his
shoulder, striding eagerly towards
the house?

We lost our son Moshe in 1975. He
fell in a clash while leading a patrol
inside Lebanon to seek out and des-
troy terrorists before they could en-
ter Israel. He paid with his life so
that all of us can live free from terror
and sudden death.

The pain of his death is something
that only a parent who has lost a
child can comprehend. But beyond
that pain, Moshe — and the many like
him - have given us a perspective
which in these dark days we despar-
ately need: for sometimes. looking
about at the moral disintegration,
the corruption. the general disillu-
sionment. the ceaseless grasping for
material things. the cynicism and
even black despair, we tend to see
only isolated stumps and fail to per-
ceive the forest. Through our son
and his comrades, we can still retain
the pristine vision.

WHILE WE SIT comfortably in our
homes and talk of the need for
bridging the gap between the “‘two
Israels.” and creating a bond be-
tween the haves and the have-nots,
between the educated and the near-
illiterate, that bond is being sealed in
blood by men on patrols, men who
come from all communities, from
affluent homes and hovels, the
Ashkenazim and the Sephardim,
from Rehavia and Savyon, from
Katamon and Beit She’an.
Although vast differences may
separate them in terms of back-
ground, they are forging an unbreak-
able, seamless comradeship in arms.
They know well what is taking
place on the home front, but for

Memories
of Moshe

Eliezer Whartman remembers
his son, Moshe (right), who was
killed in action just 10 years ago.

them the gnawing away at the
national dream is as irrelevant as it is
incomprehensible. They do their
task without seeking compensation
or recognition.

How can one convey the inner
conflict that tears our children apart,
as it does our nation? How can one
describe the tragic dichotomy that
forces our children to lead the kind
of lives they don’t want to; that our

. sons loathe war and yearn for

meaningful lives touched with joy:
that this generation, even in war-
time, sang hymns of peace, not odes
to victory? How does one convey the
ungraspable fact that even after 37
years of bloodshed, this generation
never learned to hate the enemy,
that they hated war, hated killing,
even though they were forced to kill.

Perhaps one can find some clue to
the character of this generation in a
letter Moshe wrote just before he
was due to be released from the army,

after serving three-and-a-half years.
Seeing the situation in the north. he
had yielded to the army’s request to
stay on for an additional nine
months.

“By nature I don't have to struggle
too hard to arrive at decisions,” he
wrote. “If I think something is worth
doing, I don’t hesitate. But this time
I'm torn by indecision. I'm sus-
pended between two poles. On one
hand everything in me cries out for
Iris [his girlfriend], for a chancc to
study and do all the things I love.
Many times in this lonely outpost my
thoughts reach out to my beloved
bookshelf, my electronic lab. My
mind’s eye wanders to the now mute
guitar, the sheets of music gathering
dust, the unused tennis racquet and
swimming trunks, and a pang goes
through me. I feel the fatigue of
these last three-and-a-half years, the
awful, unending responsibility and
the greyness of life. But on the other

hand I'm realistic enough to under-
stand that without me and my frier.ds
being here along this border. I shall
never be avole to enjoyv the pleasures
of that room. These are two polar-
ities. and there is no bridge between
them. Itis as simple as that.™

I have been trying to think how I
can interpret Moshe and his geneia-
tion to people who live far away.

THAT challenge was brought home
to me while we were sitting shiva. A
correspondent from Finland called
and asked if 1t would be possible to
learn something of the human ele-
ment behind the dry press report of
the clash. The reporter, a non-Jew,
told me that in Finland (as in mast
countries) clashes between Israelis
and terrorists are reported in a brief
snippet of news in the inside pages of
the newspapers. He wanted to pro-
vide his readers with a more in-depth
picture of the Israeli soldier. what

motivates him. his interests. his
background. who he is and why he is
that way.

I was curious to know how Israel
appeared to the Finns. and so I asked
him what image the newspapers con-
veved. He was frank. Israel. he said,
resembled a little Spartan state in the
Middle East. armed to the teeth,
determined to swallow up its weaker
neighbours — a tough. obstinate. un-
vielding. belligerent nation that
posed a threat to world peace. and
could bring about a confrontation
between the two super-powers and
possible world destruction.

How could I tell him in words he
could understand what is involved in
Israel’s struggle for its very life?

Then the thought struck me.
“Israel today.” I told him. *‘is Fin-
land in 1939. when the hideous Rus-
sian juggernaut moved in to destroy
its small neighbour. A handful of
brave Finns. fully aware of the odds

against them. stopped the Russians
with their bodies. determined to pre-
serve Finnish independence.

“Israel today.” I went on, *‘is like
England in 1940. when another mon-
strous apparition was bent on that
country’s destruction. Then the only
thing that stood between Britain and
annihilation were . few courageous
pilots who daily took to the skies to
stop the murderous air fleets of the
Nazis. Those men knew that with
each successive mission their
chances of survival grew less. and
vet. with desperate courage. they
halted the carnage and held off and
defeated the murderous foe.

“In the case of Finland and Bri-
tain. it was the challenge to remain
free: in Israel’s case the issue is 10
remain alive.

“In a much broader sense Israel is
not only struggling for its life. but is
protecting the entire free world. for
if. God forbid. Israel were to go
under. the military dictatorships of
the Middle East would slide into the
Soviet orbit. If the Middle East goes.
so does Europe. for that supine
continent lacks the inner fortitude to
stand up to the Soviet Union with its
immense military machine. Then we
would be faced with the hideous
spectre of an irresolute America.
sapped by indecision and vacillation.
forced to stand up alone to a gigantic
totalitarian dictatorship. The im-
plications of such a frightful con-
frontation stagger the mind. Never —
in our day as in 1940 — have so many
owed so much to so few.”

The Finn began to get a glimmer
of what is really involved in what
appears to be simply an *“‘intermin-
able. squalid, regional conflict.™

MOSHE was one of 137 men - olim.
or sons of olim from North America
— who fell in the defence of Israel
since 1948. We who fought in the
War of Independence little dreamed
that our children would be called
upon to fight — and fall — in future
conflicts. They lie in a score of
military cemeteries. with the dead of
the Sinai Campaign. the Six Day
War. the Yom Kippur War, the
ill-fated Litani Campaign, the futile,
heart-breaking war in Lebanon
which has taken from our ranks 17
more lives, the seemingly endless

wars of attrition, border skirmishes,
and the inevitable toll of accidents.
the hazards of national service.

Their names are inscribed on a
stone in the AACI Memorial Forest
near Sha’ar Hagai. There is a plan to
convert that hallowed ground into a
site for pilgrimages of individuals
and of missions from abroad, Jews
and gentiles — a vivid reminder that
some Jews gave more than money to
ensure that Israel would live.

We, the bereaved. are taught by
our tradition that excessive grief is
harmful. We dare not give ourselves
over to self-commiseration. to cease-
less longing for our beloved dead
who will not return. We must live a
double life — one for us. and one for
them: meaningful lives, each in his
own way stretching out his hand to
those who need our help. We have a
sacred dutv to speak out publicly
about injustice, greed, intolerance,
fatalism. and indifference. For the
sake of our <ons, we must not be
silent when we encounter injustice.
because, as Edmund Burke once
pointed out, “the only thing needed
for evil to triumph is for good men to
do absolutely nothing.™

To thwart our enemies. our chil-
dren have given their lives. In their
sacrifice for human freedom and
justice. their deaths take on immor-
tal significance. They live on through
those who continue the struggle. a
struggle that will go on until the end
of recorded time.

In our hearts there will always
remain the image of our young sons
stepping out into the darkness and
the danger. sure of their faith in
Jewish survival in a world complete-
ly disinterested in it.

Hannah Szenes. the immortal pa-
ratrooper who sacrificed her life in
an attempt to save Jews trapped in
Hitler’s Europe, put in words what
our sons mean to the Jewish people -
indeed to free men everywhere:

“There are stars whose light
reaches the earth only after they
themselves have disintegrated and
are no more,” she wrote. “And
there are men whose scintillating
memory lights the world after they
have passed from it. These lights,
which shine in the darkest night. are
those which illumine for us the
path.”
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A letter to the world from Jerusalem

* By ELIEZER WHARTMAN

The following op-ed was adapted from one first wriiten
for the ‘Times of Israel,” a fledgling weekly established
shortly after the Six Day War. After the war, the Isradi
governinent announced preparations to return all the cap-
tured territories except for Jerusalem, in exchange jor peace.

The response camne at the Khartoum Arab Summit Con-
ference that year, at which it was announced that there
would.be no negotiations and no recognition of Israel)

Israel came under tremendous international pressure to
re-divide Jerusalem, which caused the author to sit down
in a “white heat of anger” and write this piece.

seem to believe. I am a Jerusalemite — like your-
selves, a man of flesh and blood. I am a citizen of
my city, an integral part of my people.

I have a few things to get off my chest. Because I am
not a diplomat, I do not have to mince words. I do
not have to please you, or even persuade you. I owe
you nothing. You did not build this city; you do not
live in it; you did not defend it when they came to
destroy it. And we will be damned if we will let you
take it away.

There was a Jerusalem before there was a New York.
When Berlin, Moscow, London and Paris were forest
and swamp, there was a thriving Jewish community
here. It gave something to the world which vou
nations have rejected ever since vou established vour-

I am not a creature from another planet, as you

SEAVES = a mninane nioral code,

Here the prophets walked, their words flashing like
forked lightning. Here a people who wanted nothing
more than to be left alone, fought off
waves of heathen would-be conquerors,
bled and died on the battlements,
hurled themselves into the flames of
their burning Temple rather than sur-
render; and when finally overwhelmed
by sheer numbers and led away into
captivity, swore that before they forgot
Jerusalem, they would see their tongues
cleave to their palates, their right arms wither.

For two pain-filled millennia, while we were your
unwelcome guests, we prayed daily to return to this
city. Three times a day we petitioned the Almighty:
“Gather us from the four corners of the world, bring
us upright to our land; return in mercy to Jerusalem,
Thy city, and dwell in it as Thou promised.”

On every Yom Kippur and Pessah we fervently
voiced the hope that next year would find us in
Jerusalem. Your inquisitions, pogroms, expulsions, the
- ghettos into which you jammed us, your forced bap-
tisms, your quota systems, your genteel anti-Semitism,
and the final unspeakable horror, the Holocaust (and -
worse, your terrifying disinterest in it) - all these have
not broken us.

They may have sapped what little moral strength
- you still possessed, but they forged us into steel. Do
you think that you can break us now, after all we
have been through? Do you really believe that after
Auschwitz we are frightened of your threats and
blockades and sanctions? We have been to hell and
back - 2 hell of your making. What more could you
possibly have in your arsenal that could scare us?

The only capital in
the world without
a single embassy

I HAVE watched this city bombarded twice by
nations calling themselves civilized. In 1948, while
you looked on apathetically, I, saw women and
children blown to smithereens, this after we had
agreed to your request to internationalize the city.
It was a deadly combination that did the job:
British officers, Arab gunners and American-made
cannons.

And then the savage sacking of the Old City; the will-
ful slaughter, the wanton destruction of every syna-
gogue and religious school; the desecration of Jewish
cemeteries; the sale by a ghoulish government of tomb-
stones for building materials, for poultry runs, army
camps — even latrines.

And you never said a word. You never breathed the
slightest protest when the Jordanians shut off the
holiest of our holy places, the Western Wall, in viola-
tion of the pledges they had made after the war - a
war they waged, incidentally, against a decision of the
UN. Not a murmur came from you whenever the
legionares in their spiked helmets casually opened fire
upon our citizens from behind the walls.

Your hearts bled when Berlin came under siege. You
rushed your airlift “to save the gallant Berliners.” But
you did not send one ounce of food when Jews starved
in besieged Jerusalem. You thundered against the wall
which the East Germans ran through the middle of
the German capital — but not one peep out of you
about the other wall, the one that tore through the
heart of Jerusalem.

Aud wiren thiesatie dilng bappened i years iatei,
and the Arabs unleashed a savage unprovoked bom-
bardment of the Holy City again, did any of you do
anything? The only time you came &
life was when the city was at last reunit-
ed. Then you wrung vour hands and
spoke loftily of “justice” and the need
for the “Christian” quality of turning
the other cheek.

The truth is - and you know it deep
inside your gut — some would prefer the
city to be destroyed rather than have it
governed by Jews. No matter how diplomatically you
phrase it, the old-age prejudices seep out of every
word.

If our return to the city has tied your theology in
knots, perhaps you had better re-examine your cate-
chisms.

For the first time since the year 70 there is now com-
plete religious freedom for all in Jerusalem. For the first
time since the Romans put the torch to the Temple
everyone has equal rights. (You preferred to have some
more equal than others). We loathe the sword — but it
was you who forced us to take it up. We crave peace -
but we are not going back to the peace of 1948 as you
would like us to.

We are home. It has a lovely sound for a nation you
have willed to wander over the face of the globe. We
are not leaving. We have redeemed the pledge made
by our forefathers; Jerusalem is being rebuilt. “Next
year” - and the year after, and after, and after until
the end of time - in Jerusalem!

In memory of my son Moshe who fell in a clash with
terrorists in 1975 in Lebanon.




ey

i ”ex
/

Vi VR

A Ple
erusalem,

allgaitem,

ideal of ‘becom

“number of [action

¥ First.there is the very.real danger tha
1 the. ity will he redivided, and that i
i will cease (o be
{1 capital; Iis. enemies,
| without;: are
| two-headed

-eads consla
ther capital in-the wor

both within anc

Id.

: Apate (i

| cily, they have the |

I have never exerc

{' tion day, Frankly, I think:that they are
| Toals nol 1o have. done sp

plit--which the

erushialayim shel ina’ala {celestial
Jerusalem) comes from, the other ex-
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of American and Canadians (AACD),
refuse to fight for religious pluralism,
maintaining ““that wauld split the or-
ganization.”” Tlie Conservative
movement in Israel — with all due
§ | respect for ils considerable achicve-
¢ | ments with the TALT school syslem,
and Camp Prwa — js cimply neQ-
Orthodosx,
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- My fellow Couservalives have
failed (o grasp the fact that unless a

fi | religious wovement is cgalitarian,
41 | pluralistic and televan(, il will ot
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survive, It will CETaINTy not allact
c Y | e Sabra wha vightfully reasons that
4l i all he is offered is uco-Orthodosxy,

il | he might as well opt for “the real
thing,”

Which brings we 1o the third dan-
get o Jerusalem, and the Slate: secu-
larism. This is a distortion of Juda-
ism. One cannot arhitrarily separale
the religious and nationalistic compo-
uents of Judaism. To view Jerusalem
and Istael (hrou
islic¥ans is (o gel a Iwo-dimensional
view af the capital and the Jewish
Slale. It is a total uiisreading of Jew-
ish history and the Zionist ideal —and
it will lead to our becoming jusl an-
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Slales — two ajeas of the world not
paticularly renowned for democratic
proclivities, Unfortunately, the apple
doesu’t fall far from (he lree.
Sabra has geown up with the Either-
Or Syndrome.’

U aw neither pro-Labor por pro-
Likud. Both of these partigs (never
teally wedded 1) Judaism) have cyni-
cally sald oul our Jewish licsitage,
selling. the birthright 1o the predatory
Quthodox parties for palitical gain.
These in turn have raided. (he national
treasury ““for the preservation of au-
thentic Judaism,” ang have-commit-
ted all kinds of mind-bogsling acts
for the grealer glory of Gid,

The;immediale danger facing Jeru-
salem is that the city is-passing inlo
the hands of the ulira Orthodox. One
outef every two childgen i.grade one
8 schools is ultra-Ortho-
dox. The haredim.now are.the swing
vote in the municipal-council, Within,
a generation they will be: (he domi-
nant force in the con neil,.and we shall
be faced with a municipal theocracy.

Neither (hey nor Uieic childién
¢ ared forces. They de-
mand and recejve benefits far out of

proportion (o the taxes they pay.
(Why pay taxes.1o
stale?) Their

a despised Zionjst
birth rale. is several
limes that of the other sectors of the
(Their sons.don’( fall iu

The net tesult s a light of the pop-
(particularly
youuger ones) from the city,

falar. -
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We Jews have a penchant for suj-
cide. When the Romans were beating
at the gates.of Jerusalem, the various
factions within the cily were at each
others’ throats, a model case of the
fiee floating hostilily that marks our
city today. What can be done?

@ There sheuld be no state support
lor religious institutions of function-
aries. These should be funded pii-
vately, as they are in the US.

® Religious issues. should be
brought before an impartial comumis-
sibi:made. yp of rabbis of the three
denominations: Ogthodox, Conserva-
e and Reform. The Kuessel and
muaicipal” councils age not propes
places for debatiing teligious malters,

© There should be no compulsory
religious court jurisdiction-over fan-
dy mattess. IFboth sides wish (o bring
theit case before a religious coust,
that:is theit right but they should not
be compelled to do so. g
= @ No institution should receive
public funds if its members do not
servein. lhe IDF and. do not. pay
allzgiance to the {lag.

“W-Reform and Conservaive rabbis
must be given the same tights as

Orthodox rabbis, and their syna-
gogues be provided witl Ihe same

state funding and tecognition,
® The offices of the-chief rabbis,
established under Turkish and British
tule, should be abolished, They ate
superfluous; and oftey barmful. The
same-liolds, true fog: municipal relj-
gious. coungils,
@ All men and.wémen of military
ould be compelled to serve in
med forces. Those wihio Cannot
i “wligious. icasons,” shaoulg

¥,

™ The eachitag of
sciousness and
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wish con-
Zionism should be
S the sehool spsian.
@ Sehools which do not meel the
MLl slate curricular require-
menls should be shut down, i
® BEqual time sliould e allowed 10,
all dencininations of Tudaism on pub-
licly-owned wiedia.
The need for electoral reform for
both the city and the state cries oul o
high heaven. The present system,
based on proportional representation,
has been a lotal, unmitigated disaster,
and must be replaced by a system
based on conslituency representation,
No one’ represents You or me in (he
municipal council or (he Knesset, No
legislator feels he owes any account-
ability for his actions to any citizen,
only lo the party chiefs who put his
name on the ballot. T would suggesl to
readers that they go sec our Municipal
council in action, It is a lesson ou how
tepresentative democracy does 110k
work, '
® Jerusalem’s Agab Population
eompuises almost. 30, bereent. and is
growing by leaps and bounls. In an-
other few gencralions, (hey may be
the majority. If Jerusalem js to remain
the Jewish capital of Israel, Orient
House -and its allied organizalions
and inslituiions working (0 create an
Arab capital. in Jerusalem should be
shut down. And it goes without say-
ing that the y nspeakable Arafar
should not be permifted (o set Lool in
the city, ]
It is written that God allocaled 10
portions of beauty io the world, and
tine of them went (o Jerusalem, We,
the fitst Jews in two millenia to live
in the capital of a free, savereign
Jewish state, have a precious heritage
l.preserve, May we be equal fo the
task.. :

Eliezer Whartman is edicor of the
Israel Press Service, an independent
feature syndicate
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KEFOKTS FROM New Urleans,
where leaders of the Council of Jew-
ish Federations met in emergency
session, speak of an atmosphere of
panic. “All of us have received doz-
ens of calls from terrified, insecure
Jews whose support for Israel is now
wavering because of the move to
change the Law of Return,” former
council president Shoshana Cardin
told the highly agitated assembly.

“The seriousness of this issue is
not fully understood in Israel. This
doesn’t only affect a few converts
who make aliya,” she stressed. “It
concerns the perceived disenfran-
chisement of millions of American
Jews who fear that they will be writ-
ten out of the mainstream of the
Jewish people.” ,

Well, council members, for_ 40
years you have sown the wind; now
you are reaping the whirlwind.

For four long decades, while your
Conservative and Reform col-
‘eagucs i Isract suffered the stigma
of being second-class Jews, you
were silent. You came. to life only
when your own status was threat-
ened. Though we have been victims
of an ongoing, bigoted campaign
which far transcends the current is-
sue, there has been only a deafening
silence from you. Now you are pan-
icking because the “Who Is a Jew”
amendment to the Law of Return
would negate the authenticity of
Conservative and Reform rabbis
abroad and, more specifically, their
conversions to Judaism.

Now you’re frightened to death
that those conversions will be de-
clared null and void and that possi-
by your son or daaghter, or father
or-mother, your in-laws — or even
yourself — will be regarded as a goy.

You brought it on yourselves.

Your major Jewish organizations,
the federations, the American Jew-
ish' Congress; the American Jewish
Committee, the B’nai B’rith, the
Anti-Defamation League, the Con-
servative and Reform leadership,
never. took any meaningful action
for 40 long years while we called in
vain for your help.

Our rabbis are not recognized by
the state; they cannot serve on rab-
binical courts or municipal religious
councils, they cannot officiate. at
weddings, divorces or funerals. Our
synagogues do not receive state as-
sistance for construction or mainte-
nance, as Orthodox synagogues do;
the public i1s warned away from our
institutions by paid ads inserted in
the newspapers by state-salaried

rabbis. 93 NOV 1988

We are maligned by posters and
leaflets printed by rabbinical au-
thorities, and pilloried by rabbinical
leaders in the media. Our rabbis are
notrepresented in international reli-
gious conferences sponsored by Is-
rael; all our efforts even to initiate a
discourse with the chief rabbis are
rebutfed. Children of marriages per-
formed by non-Orthodox rabbis are
labelled bastards; religious leaders
here refuse to accept the testimony
of non-Orthodox rabbis abroad at-
testing to the Jewishness of ex-con-
gregants wishing to marry or divorce
in Israel.

And you never said a word. I
know, for [ wrote to you repeatedly,
and never even got a reply.

Reaping the whirlwind

IN ' YOUR ZEAL to preserve he
image of Jewish unity, you stifled
any outcry of protest about social
injustice in Israel. The federation-
owned newspapers almost never
criticized what transpired in ‘the
Jewish state. You reasoned that any
protest would hurt fundraising, and
that is what Zionism is all about.
You knowingly distorted the -
onist ideal. Israel was to be the ref-
uge of the wretched refuse from the
teeming shores of Morocco and Yo-
men, from the mellahs of Tangiers
and Fez, from the ghettos of Biaiy-

the ties linking Israel and world Jew-

[Ty are weakening and may disappear

it a few generations.

Now it is only when you fall victim
that you come alive. You are now
zenuinely alarmed.

! WAS DRIVEN out of an Ortho-
vOX congregation in Jerusalem be-
cnuse | was a Conservative Jew. The

-synagogue membership was made

up in large measure of retired
Aamerican Orthodox rabbis and lay-

“men. Only one member lifted his

voice in protest.

- Eliezer Vhartman

stok and Mintz. You helped thew: -

get to Israel, but it was not a prop:r
place for you and your children.
You accepted the Israeli maxim
that funds should flow to Israel, and
policy from it. You were silent

“about the lack of religious pluraliss,

about the manner in which the funds
you dispatched were squandere:l
and about the unspeakable denial cf
funds to the disadvantaged, the
handicapped, the universities, the
hospitals and homes for the aged b
urresponsible governments who gav :
generously to party institutior.:
granted draft exemptions to aut

Zionist yeshiva students and suc:
ficed everv ideal af Tndaicom Ae

altar of expediency. As 1ar as yow,

were concerned - or conditioned .o
behieve ~ israci bad only two piiy. ™

lems: the Arabs, and a chronic lack
of funds.

By your silence, you tacitly en-
couraged the Orthodox to run riot
here. I refer not only to Shas, Degel
Hatora, Aguda and the Nationaj
Religious Party, but to the entirc
religious establishment; from the
chief rabbis on down - including the
so-called modern Orthodox, who
have never accepted our authentic-
ity as religious Jews with equal
rights.

In the absence of any protest on
your part, the cynical secularists in
both the Likud and Labour parties --
who couldn’t care less about religion
and tradition — sold us down the
river. They yielded to every demand
made by the religious establish-
ment. Both parties, and quite a few
smaller ones, were prepared to sell
their birthright, if not for a mess of
pottage, then for a few ministries.
And when we cried out in pain,
there was no reaction from you.

By thinking that your financial
contributions alone could solve any-
thing and everything, you helped
create the Israel which so alarms
you today. Worse, by helping to cre-
ate such an Israel, you have helped
estrange your own children from it,
for they do not wish to be associated
with a country that outrages Jews
abroad. ;

Just as bad, you have helped to

‘estrange our children from the faith

of their fathers, for they equate reli-
gion with Orthodoxy, and are re-
pelled by it. Lacking a religious
bond with Jewish children abroad,

1 asked to mect with American
Urthodox leaders here. Théy were
uninterested. (Meimad, their politi-
cel party, refused even to consider
the status of Reform and Conserva-
tive Jews.) I wrote to 100 Conserva-
ftve and Reform rabbis in the U.S.
and Canada. I got two replies.

The two chief rabbis to whom-I
turned told me flatly that there
could be no religious pluralism in
Istael because, in their own words,
scither the Conservatives or Re-
torm accept Halacha. Shlomo
Goren, the former chief rabbi, told
we that he would recognize Conser-
vaiive and Reform rabbis only if
[ P -p o s
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stituted a separate sect like the
Zorartes and Samaritans.

wieh 1 pivicsicd dhai he was
writing out of the fold two-thirds of
world Jewry, most of whom live in
the Diaspora, he told me, as did the
two incumbent chief rabbis, that
there was only one authentic version
of Judaism and that, of was
Orthodoxy. 2; 3 Nﬁ(fotg

If Conservative and Reform rab-
bis in any other country were pre-
vented from carrying out their du-
ties, there would be an enormous
outcry from the major Jewish orga-
nizations. Only in Israel is this reli-
gious intolerance countenanced. It
is the religious“establishment, aided
by the silence of world Jewry, which
created the environment in which
religious extremism could. flourish.

This kind of intoleranhce should
have been squelched at the forma-
tion of the state. Now that the
overseas limb of Judaism is threat-
ened, Diaspora Jewry is becoming
alarmed.

American Jewish leaders should
understand that you cannot contain
bigotry. Once it takes root, it ex-
pands. The religious establishment,
working hand in hand with the large
and small political parties, declared
you a religious leper 40 years ago.
Your money was kosher; you were
not.

Now you and we have reached the
inevitable, mind-boggling, destina-
tion. Ultra-Orthodox parties, whose
members do not serve in the army,
who live largely off haluka — charity,
including your contributions — wield
the balance of power. Bigotry, intol-
erance, mysticism, revivalism,
charms, rabbinic blessings and im-

s S _—_ E LAALKH ARTIMAN-

non-Orthodox Jews livieg here
continue to remain second-class

iy

l RS LY 11
the concept of
being a “light to the nations.” A
hideous meaning never intended by
our sages is being given io the quo-
tation “Ki mi-Tzion tetze Tora....”
The Tora is leaving Zion, and the
word of God is forsaking J erusalem.

[ERE]
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I HAD A SON who was killed while
leading a phtrol against a band of
terrorists. He died protecting Israel,
so that the country could live free
from fear. Did he die so that the
right of his family to live in dignity
could be bartered and traded by
those who never have and never will
serve in the army?

Your mission is to come here and
meet with Israeli leaders to implore
them not to amend the Law of Re-
turn by adding the need for halachic
conversion. But that amendment is
simply the tip of the iceberg. By
limiting your protests to that law
aione, you are guaranteeing that we

il

Jews.

You must demand:
(3 religious issues should be brought
before an impartial commission
made up of rabbis of the three de-
nominations of Judaism.The Knes-
set is not a proper place for debates
on religious questions.

Ul There should be no state support
for religious institutions or function-
aries. These should be supported
privately, as in the U.S.

[J There should be no compulsory
religious court jurisdiction over
fandly mwatters. (5 both sides ne oo
dispute wish to bring their case be-
fore a religious court, that is their
ight, but they chovld nat ke gong

pelled to do so.

L B
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U No institution should receive pat- {

lic funds if its members do not serve
in the armed forces, or do not pay
allegiance to the flag of Israel.

IF YOUR demands are not accept-
ed, tell your constituents at home to
earmark their gifts to Israel. Tell
your people not to give less, but to
give wisely: to schools of higher
learning; to the aged and handi-
capped, to hospitals; to their relj-
gious counterpart institutions in Is-
rael. Above all, don’t give a blank
cheque to the Jewish Agency, whose
allocations permit the government
to free vast sums for political parties

and their institutions. for anti-Zion-

ist schools, and the like. Tell your
people to do as the Orthodox do:
pinpoint their contributions. .

The election was not simply a
passing aberratiqn. The fundamen-
talists are ‘growing. by leaps and
bounds. Their percentage of the
population will be far greater in an-
other four years. That fact, coupled
with our electoral system, will en-
sure their getting even more power
in 1992. And they will use it, as they
assuredly will in the municipal elec-
tions this February.

Your stature at home will largely
be determined by the moral charac-
ter of the Jewish state. The two g0
hand in hand. You must help us.
Anything less would be a travesty of
justice..

The writer is editor of the Israel
Press Service, an independent fea-
ture syndicate. POtz | @33
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- Advertisement -

" THE SIN OF SURVIVAL

Limitations of space in a paid ad prevented me from clarifying my proposal to free Gilad |
Schalit: “RETURN GILAD SCHALIT OR ELSE’, J.P. 26/12. I will do so here:

2

e

This statement was Wr_itten before the air attack on Gaza on Dec. 27.

The attitude of the wdrld in condemning Israel for planning to do
what they, the world, did in their mass bombing of German cities in

World War II is simply outrageous hypocrisy.

Tt’s a double standard - the pot calling the kettle black.

Even worse is the harping criticism of Israel by the Larry Derfners:
“Accept Hamas’s Offer”, J.P. 25/12, blaming Israel for the unforgivable
sin of ensuring Israeli survival. Their statements evoke the bitter
comment that it’s easier to take Jews out of Galus than the Galus

out of Jews. Equally incomprehensible is the Post editorial of 28/12: |
“The IDF mission is not to bring down the Hamas regime but to bring
quiet to the South.”

The aim of the allies in their bombing of German cities during World
War II was to destroy, maim and kill. Most of the thousands of victims
were women and children.

Israel, in contrast, coutd-warn Hamas that if Gilad Schailit were not
released, and the Kasaming stopped, Tsrael swould give noties.to

the inhabitants of neighborhood A in Gaza that the Israeli Air Force
was going to level their neighborhood. Israel would give the occupants
three days to leave the area. There would be no loss of life.3x~

Needless to say, Gaza would be totally embargoed. -

If Hamas persisted in keeping Schalit and continued the bombing,
neighborhood B would be targeted. Ultimately Hamas would be

foreed to release Schalit and stop attacking us. All this without Israel
having to release a single imprisoned terrorist. There would be no

more Kassam-launching neighborhoods, and Hamas would be gone
forever. Our aim should not be to chasten Hamas, but to destroy it!
Eight years! It would send a clear message to Hamas’s masters in Tehran
and their junior partners in Damascus. If anyone has a better plan, let him

state it.

Of course there would be a terrible outcry from our own breast-
beaters and from the world. Resolution after resolution would be
passed at the U.N. But we would be safe, and that’s all that matters.

Y e LSy DREPPED TWO Eliezer Whartman

2 resy oM RS O Jppen) POB 18331, Jerusalem
~ E-mail: - ELsassoeirgn N-CRA L (
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witish tands un

Wil Shousands of caswal-
T 1000 shetls fell on ihe
Wiay 15 to June 5), The
il hours @ day; at 4 pm
e bombardment
wiile she: Brifish offi-
| hwir sen, and would then
Wik preiiely ot S pm,
b
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i Drora, a welfare

-or forget the Hist couvey that

- Bl Wad {5ha'

& ‘food, and for > men. Aad then

8 inove more than a few kilometers
™in any direction :xeept wesi. it was

. crenellated Ol City walle, Then

the inevitable day.

On Monday, June 3, 1967, driv--
ing my wife 1o work at the univer-
sity, I heard over the radio the
incredible news that fsraehi radar
had detected. an imminent attack
by a Iarge fleet of Egyptian planes,
and that great aesial and land bat-
tles were taking place. Rushing to
the Government Press Office to
. prepais a broadeast in Mew York,

I remember “the parade” we put | Jistened to the whistle and crash
on when we st ched through town,  of incoming shells and the splatier
A kaglag “ann,’ o taise the spirits  of machine guns firing over the old
of the penple. | remember how our building in the Russian Com-
platoon would ‘gave Sehneller, our pound. At night; T furiously typed
base, @ TI00)  go somewhere 90 by candlelight, mnaware o what
the perimeicr ivery might we  was taking place at home. Finzlly,
ghse @ differsat spot to fool the  after the last broadeast, I was dviv-
Auabs into ik oking we. had a mg ing a blacked-out var through a
foree in the Aty - often passing  blacked-out city shuddering wuder
through the wriened streets of  yhe consiant basrage, when I saw a
Mea'She'atim, eyeing shadows of  pencildike ray of light prying the
praying Yeshi.. siudents. T recall  darkness. 1 drove to its sowsce at
the hated: no! oles threatening 10 the Histadrut building on Stous
raise a white Grg and Dov Yosef,  Street, climbed the tower amd
the wilitary >vernor, waring  found a group of officers using a
they'd be shot i they did. .- searchlight to direct our planes

Fremen:ber onr military sederin - above to their targets. The officess
the Deit Hake em Teachers Col-  told me to come back the nex1 cay
lege, with mee who would vever  “if you want 1o see the end of the
pasticipate in azother seder; orsee  war in Jervsalem.” [ came back
wext year in Jerosaleny. Ishall iev-  the next day av 7 am, and told
' them I had a scheduled broadeast
at 130 am thae 1 couldn’t break,
and kindly asked if they could
please end the war before then,
Smiling, they answered they
would do their best. It would take
avout three hours and I should Le
patient. And so for three howrs T
) watched a battle go exactly accord-
he good news: the opening vf the * ing to plan. Rabbi. Goren, shofur
Burma Road aid the cease fire.  in hand, joined us in the tower,
S Then' -come the. gquiet years, anxionsly waiting: for. Moydecha
whe K y sat-brooding,” “Gur, tl'if&.ni'c_ﬁmiﬂandefﬁftiie:pm'a

nerebead 2 v AT o TiIE k. Fnss

officer and o7 bride-te-be, des-
perately huzging her bundie of
medications «nd letters as she 1an,
wnder # coniant gain of shells,
fiom house 2 house where the
batialion worded were billeted
because thers was ¥v MOre FoOM
in the hospiisi, I would retern,
dead tired froin fighting on some
front, not keuwing if she were
dead or alive,

broke though from the coast
bringing sacks - < flour, beans, len-
tils, and a seoe” of dead and
wounded men, ont down as they
fought their way thiough the Bab
- Hagai) poass. We
wept-openly it tie streets, for-the

F:

3 ing uowhere, . way o the walls, 1o_let hin kuow.
‘Thexe was a mags feeling of clause  when to join them. - %
trophobia - we were wpable to - At 950 am Gur informed ng

that he was going (o break in at the
Lion's Gate, We watched a plume
of smoke rise overit. A few min-

the story of a city slowly vegetats

- ing. There were casual snipings by uies lager he summoned- Gorenl,

who ran faster than any man § had
everseen. Fromptly, at 10 am Gur
came the short-lived, illlaed Si-  informed vs: “Far Habayit b'ya-
‘mai campaign, aal mote graves ou. deinn” ~ e Temple:Mount is ji
Har I-lcgzl. o - onr hands, Weeping, we embraced

A brief ray of light breke one another. Then: 1o our aston-
through. -k was. the.capture and  jshment, we heard over the intep-

Arab legionuaiies frgm behind the

tial of Adolph Eichmann, the  com that the first troops had just
clevk-turmed-exiemminator. 1 was  geached the Suez Canal. Stunned,

vovering it for Anenean radio net- §
works, listening lo harrowing testi-
meny from the man in a cage that
at times made me o outinio the
Beit Ha'am cowiyard to sse if the
sum was still shining, wondering
how a woshd could have been so
callons to have witnessed the
siaughter withoui raising a finger

realized that 1 had two great
scoops of the war, Pack af the
Press Qilice, T huiniedly cleared
censorship and typed a few words
of copy, seuried to the broadeast-
ing booth in the main post office
_and informed the world that the
.I}etlwish gi;;cup]l‘c:,hag@r two millenia
f of heartbreak, had just ret ¥
to siop it. 1 recalled 1948, when  ihe siteof m’wir ailnciem ‘Egﬁﬁgf”
the only thing that prevented an  As T'waiked back from the booth
Arab buichery in Jerusalem was a ¢ clated, 1 recalled the bitter stiug.
bandful of detesmiined men; many _gle g
of whom lay io the cemetery on
the hill. "
Again the growing tension, fsra-~

of the. compades, dead and afive,
s;zvaui (;utd of ham: wist, § marvegfod
il rowi lon. | inat 1 had the privilege of bejn

el was isolated for the shird time, herald to the \Jorid (ﬁf the ng:;gﬁ
A dictator closed the (7edu 577, «hat the prayers of a bundsed gen-
ordered UN personnel our of s * erations-had just been answered,
anil openly prepared for WAL, A few days Iater, as member of
while the would agau Dassively o press towr, I accompanied Levi
Jnokgd on. I remember filling sand  Bshkol on a walk through the Gld
bags and piling ihem aiound our City and the Mownt of Olives
family shelicr in [Nayot. A few me- Cemetery. We were witess m'i
1685 Away Egdg.ed bad parked seores  monstsous deeds - the destyuetion
i hus;zs au;l_’ mm&sam;s of {;:nayn of all bot ope of Towish
eans of gasoine, Uie bit and the  houses of worship thy LA

whiole neighborhood ‘would have he M Citw, m;’gig g&“ :ﬁﬁﬁﬁ ﬁ;ﬁd
gone up. At the other end of 0ur  sioed for éemuaies, ok the un%
neighborhood a hieavy mortar PO~ speakably callows profanation of
sition had been set up, awaiting '

the 52 Jewish -

~tions of lving,

-1 remember the

8

for thie city in 1948 Tl faces

Promenades,

Aoy ronds and 1

of Diives,

Bshkol ofi
thiog excep
change for jas
met with a respo
ations, no recogaiii

And then care great, leap
forward in the city’s develoy
under a gouff, vigorous, d
ing, siubborm., ‘burgomel
Mew. parls, Gew schools, thour-
oughfares, an explosion of build-
ings were all eonstructed under
Teddy’s domain. '

But then ca tension again,
The Yom Kippur War struck us as
we wede & naton ai prayer. The
city filled with the furious sounds
of-army. trucks racing about an the

MO RRETte

i, 00 peace!™

holiest: of days wailed,
There was the & PG AT

et froam the

it

ance of all oue yo
afternoon servic )

I waited in anguish for word
from our son, Moshe, who would
soon be fighting bis way ap
through swamps and pnderbrush
to the outakirts of Isma’iliva. He
was.tocome home for 2 brief 24
tiours, and sthen be sent o the
Syrian fronl. Lremember Moshe, a
capiain in Gelasd, guictly weeping
over'the fresh grave of Qis closest
friend, muattering that “sooner or
later we will all wind up here.”

i came soongr thinhe thoughi.
Twe yeaps later himself, fell
while. leading a
band of terrarisi
crying into. the
oed David’s keps
son: “Wonld that T had died in
your place!” T could see the bloom
slowly fading from my wife’s fage,
woodenly o |

o

mough the mo-
-and then. another
funeral. Divara was gone.

The:came the Peace for Galit
L Again, mores.

i hedhy L]
i ke dogs notere.
5, and that God
gives. man the intellizences, courage
and' stamina i eradicase evil, dis.
case, war, poverty, and illiteracy
tat are-the sconrge of mankind, -
wl now we are saddied with the
intifada. The sons angd grandsons of
those: whe ‘bdmeéd and’ footed the
commercial genter are mouthing. -
the same curses and treats uttered
by their fathers and grandfithers.
What then is. the suiBmisig up?
Which Jerusalem do T remember?
Jesasalem of
blood, kunger, rage andsears. The
Jerusalem -of shatfered: bomes,
-brokert bodies, mass faerals. The .
Jerugalem of widows, orphans and
bereaved parents, And T remem-
ber the Jerusalemn of gold, of hero-
s, sacrifice and Sraonguility, of
childi€ii' playing in the streess
where young men Sought and died,
of old wen suig Ihemselves in
parks, of lovers siolling Hreomgh
vew neighborhoods. ¥ remember
the Jepusales of
braoding, "Today, Jermsafem is i -
the very heart of ¢ 1
teeming capitad, -
oughfares, spraw

ate evil, man

ing suburs,
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A parent’s appeal to the sta;é;{}: reli

gious and secular schools:,

~ Which values are you teaching?

READERS MAY recall Saul Bel.
low's novel Herzoy about g man,
buffeted by a world he could not
wderstand, who sought release by
Writing letters (he never sent) to all
and sundry: to statesmen, generals,

politicians, professors, cjyil ser-
vants, ohilosophers, writers, e
whole pamut,

Cinsal, in lrastration and ve-
SPAIT, realizing that the world wus
mad and who was he (o set it right,
rhioses Herzog laid down his pen.
{de had no more letters to write;

1 should like to take up the pen -
and wrile a few letters myself, and

like Herzog’s, they won’t be sent,
The first letter 80es to the principal
of our Jerusalem neighbourhood
stale religious elementary school,

Dear,...c

I'm sorry to intrude with this let-
lerinto your crowded schedule, for I
know how. busy you are.

The religious trend in Jerusalem's
educational system s constantly
growing. As you know, 60 per cent
of the city’s elementary school chil-
dren are now enrolled in religious
schools. In the kindergartens, the
NHTERRrg it o bl L0 5
HeiCiads Or e City is.clear. Ac-
cording to demographic forecasts,
by the year 2000 - only 10 years

e it gt fiewn

-ﬂway‘—4(}pcrccnt~0fth&eity-’szpopu- .

latipn will be
irn ﬂ”"_ "é )3 3
Arab; 20 per cent
Jews.

I assume that you welcome the
wend. I should like to tell youbrief-

Crthodox {mainly ul-
P2 per cent wiii e

will be secular

'y something about your school -

~hich you may not know, for it took
slace 13 years ago. It was originally
1 secular school. Shortly after it was
wuilt, Orthodox parents laid siege to
t - literally: they set up tents out-
ide it, and a year later squutted in
t, claiiming that the city owed them
- school. The Jerusalem municipal-

ty decided on a Solomonic judg- -

nent: il assigned the upper floor to
lie secuiar trend, and the lower
vent to the religious trend,

A group of non-Orthodox parents
‘hose children attended the secular
‘end sought out the principal of the
zligious trend with a Proposition,
1 order to encourage better under-
anding between storey one and
-orey two, we said, let us arrange a
umber of joint programmes. We
1ggested, as a starter, that the chil-
ren hold a joint Hanukka party.

The principal thought it a-good

ca, but added that permission
ould be needed from the people in
ithority above him - the National

eligious Party. The answer came
€ next day: the principal had been
structed that there was to be no
-mmingling of the children, no

Jeh i

Eliezer Wharlman \m\u\\qo

joint Hanukka party or anythigg
else. _
Four months later, when a Pessal;
Seder display in the sceular section,
Wes dest ayes by kg iy Jom SriTa
we realized that a house dividiui;
could not stand, and so the munisi- .
pality built a separate, school, a few
metres away fromf'th'e'bxiS‘(’mg‘onc,,}
which went to the Orthodox trend, ;
The children of the two schools were !
separated by an iron fence — througlt:
which they spat.and taunted cacli
other. CUCTI R I (PRI |
Irealize that you are 10t responsis
ble for the division-between

question (o you is: are the schools
growing together or moving further
apart?

‘Like us in our day, so ‘today a

considerable number of parents who,’

send their children: to - secular
schools are non-Orthodox Jews:
Conservatives, Reform, Recon-

structionists. Do your schoolclil-
e

e rfandatafhrmaf ooy

real recaaniie

us and our children as authentic refi.. it

gious Jews? Do they recognize (hat
our understanding and practice of }

Judaism, while different from yours -\ Epanfyl For 1

Is as religiousiv valid as YOUrs = in
3005, wat we nave the right to be
different, that Judaism is pluralistic,
and that no single version of our
common faith is more kosher than

-any other? Is your school getting

this across to the children? In all
fairness, I must add_that if the grad-
uates of your school, who-are now
adults, are any indication, the.
school is"either not teaching that
message, or the children and their
parents have fejected it,

Sincerely,
ELIEZER WHARTMAN

P.S.Thave a number of questions to '

pose 1o your secular counterpart

.across:the fence. - -

ISRAELIS OR JEWS?
Toy i » Principal, State Elemep-
tary Secular School, Jerusalern,
have just written a letter to the
principal of the state religious cle-
mentary school across the fence
from you. I wrote of my concern
that the schdol was not teaching tol-
erance, and that the children, like
their parents, didn’t believe in reli-
gious pluralism. :

I have a question, and pardon its
bluntness: are you and your' staff
turning out Jews or Israclis?

I'm not writing flippantly, for at
one time I taught in a secular high
school, and later in a secular univer-
sity, and have some insight into the-

the' twes -
schools (which still exists), but ny, .

, 3¢100l system. Moreover, three
" cliidren of mine have gone through

the secular tend,
O corolled them with a heavy
berrt. I had 1o choice. Ag a aon-
u:"n.xhodox, but nevertheless - reli-
s, Jew."T knew what the end
e ull of that education would be,
Ttey would emerge — as secular par-
er’s and children are proud to state
~ Liraelis first, Jews second. My pri-
‘orities are just the reverse. For me
Jewish history did not come to, a halt
. in the ‘yéar-70' CE; td be resuined
Lo
‘spiritualBaggage which
.. de-isively. label as galut,
i pinned a ot of hopes on the
“Jewish  Consciousness programme
to heighten Jewish awareness which
[ the Education Ministry launched
years ago. I was appalied when it
was abandoned because of the lack
'"of teachers’ qualified or willing " to

tea:h the course. )

My daughter, aside from one oth-

T

your.pupils

A Sl aieia Bl Siusy

to ohserve her bat mitzva in a Synu-

. gogye. For the parents of the other
¢ gitls, it was an occasion to throw a
’ hem and their children

v B
COLE. G

sidelur § el Bon
&5k thiem to belicve in its contents,
Simply to be familidr with them.)
We Jews are part of a worldwide
reiigious community. For better or
waise, the tie between the pupils in
your school and Jewish children in
San Francisco, Lyons or Johannes-
bury is a common religious faith, If
our children are to be estranged
from that faith, what will link a child
abroad with a child in Jerusalem in
another two or three generations,
whien the impact of the Holocaust
will have abated and Israel is simply
just another country in the Middle
‘Easi? . . 3 /
i cealize ihat religion canuot be

- :Within them the CONSLIVUSILES

"i1"1948, I'slill"!ug“'ar\‘o’u‘nd-‘lhc :

imposed upon children. And frypk
ly, judging irom the quality of relj
gion and religious leaders in (hi
country. had I grown up here, I toc
would probably have been
agnostic.

But whether we like it or not, we
arc identified by the world as Jews.
Why not teach our children pride i
their haritge? Why not imp.uant

an

1) e
this’is our land, with no ifs and buts,
and that they don't have to feel
apologetic about affirming theif
right to it? Why is it that Arab chil-
dren fiercely assert their right 1o
ownership, while so many of our
children are on the defensive?
Proportimalcly, there are more

‘secular than religious Jews emigrai-
‘ing, an indication of the quality’ of

their attachment to this land, When
the secularists leave, are they taking
with them Jewish values (hat will
enable them to survive as' Jews, to
withstand assimilation, although
they are separated from (he lan-
Buage, culture and soil of Israel? [
think you know the answer to that
question,

I'm troubicd by the fact that all of

UL Qwiivavs, which, 55 you Know,

have both 4 national anu arehigious 7
significance, are losing the latter.
Are Pessah, Shavuot and Succot, -
which are both lewish 22 harvest
icsuvais, W 0e Observed stuply Ly
folk dances and odes to nature} Is
Yom Kippur to become simply Bicy-
cle Day?

We live in a violent, intolerant, °
apathetic and fatalistic society. Who
is to blame? The parents blame the
schools; the schools blame (he par-
ents; both blame the “environ-
ment.” Are you teaching values or
simply subject matter?

I'realize that you're very busy, as
is your Orthodox counterpart. May-
be the two of you could get your
separate acts together,

The writer is ediior of the lIsracl
Press Service, an independen: fog.

ture syndicate, o
R 2.“.33.7/%
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