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Shomron: Jordan must prevent infiltrations

IDF soldier killed in

Jordan border clash

By KENNETH KAPLAN
Post Defence Reporter
KFAR RUPPIN - An IDF sol-
dier was killed and two wound-
ed, one critically, in a ten-min-
ute shoot-out with an
unidentified terrorist who
opened fire on a morning patrol
yesterday, less than a kilometre
northeast of this border kibbutz,
near Beit She’an. The terrorist

was also killed in the clash.

The family of the slain soldier
was informed of his death, but at
press time his name could not be
released.

The critically wounded soldier
was taken by helicopter to Ram-
bam Hospital in Haifa.

The terrorist, wearing civilian
clothes, was armed with a Kalashni-
kov assault rifle and a pistol. He was
killed by reinforcements who ar-
rived on the scene. No identifying
papers were found on his body.

It was the fourth incident along
the Jordanian border this year.

Chief of General Staff Dan Shom-

ron, who arrived at the scene, told
reporters that Jordan “must find the
means to stop shooting attacks and
infiltration attempts from its territo-
ry if it is interested, and I am sure it
is interested, in maintaining the cur-
rent neighbourly relations. I expect
Jordan to prevent infiltrations.”

He noted that Jordan has been
making “real efforts” to stop infil-
trations from its soil. Jordanian
troops could be seen searching their
side of the border after the attack,
he said.

The attack occurred at approxi-
mately 7.40 a.m. at a point not far
from a Jordanian army outpost. The
terrorist, who had crossed the Jor-
dan River, apparently under cover
of darkness, was lying in wait for the
patrol some 50 metres from the bor-
der fence in dense vegetation on the
Jordanian side.

He opened fire on soldiers walk-
ing in front of a command car during
the morning sweep of the border,
hitting one soldier in the head. The
driver of the command car was hit
by a ricochet and wounded lightly in
the arm.

The patrol returned fire and be- |

gan treating the wounded soldier.
Reinforcements arrived quickly on
the scene, including another patrol
and an armoured personnel carrier.

The terrorist, who was well hid-
den, shot and wounded one of the
soldiers who arrived on the scene,
hitting him in the chest. He later
died of his wounds.

The terrorist, who shot slowly and
accurately with his rifle until it
jammed after half a clip, also fired
his pistol until he was eventually cut
down by machine gun fire. The en-
tire shoot-out lasted some 10 min-
utes, however the troops continued
to fire into the brush in the 50-metre
expanse between the river and the
fence in the event the terrorist had
accomplices.

Shomron said the troops operated
correctly, immediately returned
fire, and that the reinforcements ar-
rived quickly.

A senior officer who commanded
the reinforcements said later the ele-
ment of surprise in the terrorist’s
attack was minimal. “The soldiers’

{Continued on Back Page)
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(Continued from Page One)

response was immediate. It proves
they were ready and awake. I'm
convinced their reaction prevented
more casualties.”

An initial IDF investigation yes-
terday morning indicated that the
terrorist most probably acted alone,
although some unofficial versions of
the attack mentioned a ‘‘second
source of fire.”

Some two hours after the attack,
troops combing the area heard shots
and fired into Jordanian territory,
setting off a brush fire.

Kibbutz member Benny Con-
viser, a medic, rushed to the reserve
unit’s base immediately after the in-
cident. Within 15 minutes the
wounded soldiers were brought in
for treatment.

“It was very difficult to decide
which soldier to treat first. I gave
the soldier with the head wound an
infusion. All the doctors and the
medical staff arrived very quickly.

“The soldier hit in the chest began
to deteriorate rapidly, apparently he
was hit in an artery and !ost a lot of
blood. It was very difficult to help
him.

“Within 45 minutes, a helicopter
arrived and took the wounded to
hospital.”

Yesterday’s attack was the fourth
incident along the Jordanian border
this year. On March 17, Oren Lior,
a staff sergeant in the reserves, was
killed when his patrol was ambushed
by two terrorists in the Arava, south
of Kibbutz Hatzeva. Two other sol-
diers were wounded. The attackers

escaped back into Jordanian territo-
ry and were captured and impris-
oned by the Jordanian army. The
Abu Mussa terrorist organization
claimed responsibility.

On May 27, two IDF soldiers
were wounded and a Jordanian sol-
dier killed east of Kibbutz Hamadia
northeast of Beit She’an. A tracker
on a routine patrol opened fire when
he heard the sound of a rifle being
cocked. The Jordanian soldier
opened fire on the patrol and was
killed in the shoot-out. Official Jor-
danian army sources later reported
that a soldier, who was suffering
from mental problems, had aban-
doned his post nearby.

On August 2 a Jordanian soldier
crossed the border near Kibbutz Lo-
tan in the Arava, shot and wounded
an American woman working on the
kibbutz, and took a woman soldier
hostage in a shed nearby. Reservists
from an Eilat-based anti-terror unit
killed the soldier and freed the hos-
tage unhurt.

+ There was one attack in 1988. On

May 17 that year, IDF troops pre-
vented an infiltration attempt by
three terrorists near Kibbutz Kfar
Ruppin, wounding and capturing
one of them. The two other terror-
ists escaped back into Jordan. There
were no Israeli casualties in that
incident.

The secretary of Kfar Ruppin yes-
terday complained the area was not
recognized as a confrontation zone
by government institutions with the
exception of the Defence Ministry.
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Second IDF soldier dies after attack on patrol;

PLF Ta’alat Yacoub faction claims responsibility

By KENNETH KAPLAN
and DAVID MAKOVSKY
Jerusalem Post Reporters

Sergeant Aharon Hanuka,
gravely wounded in the terrorist
attack near Kibbutz Kfar Rup-
pin on Saturday morning, died
last night at Rambam Hospital
in Haifa. His death brought to
two the number of IDF soldiers
killed in the attack.

Staff Sergeant Daniel Barzilai
was buried earlier yesterday in a
military ceremony on Mt. Herzl.
(Photo on Back Page)

The Ta’alat Yacoub faction of
the Palestine Liberation Front
claimed yesterday that one of its
men carried out the attack on
the border patrol. The lone ter-
rorist was killed in the shootout.
Hanuka, of Jerusalem, was
shot in the head when the terror-
ist first opened fire. He was
brought to Rambam by helicop-
ter and operated on immediately
on Saturday morning. Since the
| operation his condition had con-
tinued to be “very grave.”

Aharon Hanuka

(Isaac Haari)

Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin
yesterday told Jordan it should re-
evaluate its “openness’ toward Pal-
estinian terrorist organizations in
light of recent incidents along its
border with Israel. He warned that
Israel would not tolerate continued
infiltrations from Jordanian territo-
ry. Saturday’s attack was the fourth
from Jordan this year, though two
were attributed to deranged Jorda-
nian soldiers.

Rabin warns Jordan
against infiltrations

In Amman, Information Minister
Nasouh Majali said Jordan had no
proof of an infiltration from Jorda-
nian territory, and suggested the at-
tacker came from within the West
Bank.

The IDF rejected the suggestion
out of hand, and said an investiga-
tion into the incident proved that
the. attacker had crossed the river
from Jordanian territory.

The PLF announced in a commu-
nique in Damascus that a squad ot
its men had “infiltrated into occu-
pied Palestine from the Jordan Riv-
er early on Saturday and opened fire
on an Israeli patrol.” The Syrian-
backed PLF has been involved in a
number of attempted infiltrations
from Lebanon over the past year.

Rabin, in an interview with Israel
Radio, said:

“I believe Jordan is trying to pre-
vent infiltrations, but I have no
doubt that Jordan’s openness to var-
ious PLO factions which allows PLO
leaders and money to reach Jordan
has led to an increase in the danger
of infiltrations by terrorist squads
from Jordan.

“Jordan cannot try to prevent in-
(Continued on Back Page)

RABIN

(Continued from Page One)

filtrations, or pretend to prevent in-
filtrations, while opening its territo-
ry to PLO activities. Jordan is going
to have to re-think the events of the
last year in this regard.

“Israel will not tolerate a situation
where Jordan is open to the organi-
zation, which is then free to carry
out attacks against Israel.”

He said Israel would use public
statements and “other ways” to
make its views known to Jordan.

The cabinet did not take up the
issue of the terrorist attack in ifts
meeting yesterday.

“Jordan must find a way to pre-
vent fire or infiltration from its bor-
der if #t wants, and I am sure it does
want, to have neighbourly relations
with us,” Shomron had said.

Danny Barzilai, 25, was buried at
the military cemetery at Mt. Herzl
with full military honours.

Army officers eulogized Staff Sgt.
(res.) Barzilai, and hailed his “pio-
neering spirit”” during his three-year
stint in a crack Golani unit, which

spent virtually all its time in Leba-
non. OC Central Command, Aluf
Yitzhak Mordechai, attended the
funeral, on behalf of the senior
command.

Barzilai was also eulogized by
Army Radio’s popular announcer,
Eli Yisraeli, who recalled a friend-
ship struck up between the two due
to a mutual affinity for Brazilian
music.

Barzilai, who died while on re-
serve duty, was scheduled to start
Tel Aviv University law school in
the fall. )

A native of Brazil, Barzilai immi-
grated with his mother and three of
his 10 brothers and sisters in 1972.
After completing high school in Je-
rusalem, Barzilai joined Kibbutz
Brur Hayil near the Lachish district.

Tearful and stunned friends re-
mained at the graveside after the
ceremony and recalled the dead sol-
dier. One friend recalled Barzilai
saying before he went on his fateful
reserve duty, ‘I have done reserves
in every Arab town in the West
Bank. I am now looking forward to
doing duty up North, and hoping
that T will be able to rest.”
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KADDISH FOR STAFF SERGEANT DANIEL BARZILAI

The brothers of Staff Sergeant Daniel recite Kaddish at his funeral at Jerusalem’s Mt. Herzl yesterday. Barzilai was
one of two soldiers killed in Saturday’s clash with a terrorist on the Jordan border (report — Page 1) (Isaac Harari)
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