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PROVIDENCE RHODE ISLAND

A boy who walked a 100 year old man from Shule (Bet Kenneset) every
Shabbath to be sure he would be alright. A boy who would disappear on
Shabbth and when his mother asked where he had been, the answer would
be visiting the old men at the Hospital, and helping them to do the things
they did not want the nurses to do. Walking Uncle Moshe (Rabbi Drazin
to Shule for Mincha.

Helping Rabbi Laufer and the Lubavitch Yeshivah-Bachur from New York
to Build Succoth Booths. Still had trouble with school.

NEW YORK, CROWN HEIGHTS BROOKLYN

After we moved to Crown Heights SIMCHA would usualy go to 770
(Lubavitcher Rebbe’s Bet Kneset), Going to Farbrengen (Chassidim gathering)
to hear the Rebbe speak at 770, Staying too late at the Farbrengen
saying he had to walk Rabbi Moshe Phinehas Katz and now he had been
out too late to go to school. Visiting the Hospital on Shabbth, going with
his future Brother-in-law to help put Tefillin on people in Manhattan.Having
the Yeshivah-Bachur take him to weddings so he would dance for them
(Chssidic dance). Going to his friends House in Boro Park so he could
sing with them.

MEVASERET

He was always helping new Familie
After SIMCHA went into the Army he became a voracious reader of science
fiction.




Dear Akiva and Naomi,

I am so grieved by the news of Simach’s 9”1 death that I feel that I can
only gather my thoughts in a letter. Leibel, too, is beside himself. It’s been
years since we’ve seen you, but we feel that our souls are closely connected.
And when one has lost a limb, you cry in pain. How much more so when it
is a connection to your soul.
We grieve for you as we grieve for ourselves. To lose a child, G-d forbid,
is irreconcileable. From what we knew of your family, it was always a
very close unit; Simcha, your baby. With all that we have gone through in
hospitals and out, we sense what your pain must be. May G-d protect and
help you.
We remember Simcha 9”1 so fondly, with his bright glittering eyes and
twinkling freckles, always ready to do a 7on, always bringing light into a
room. And we remember the last time that we saw him when he came to
tell us all about life in the “big city . We had been so happy to hear that
he was going to a small school that gave him personal attention. I imagine
that he touched everyone there the same way that he touched us.
I have asked our children to do extra mitzvos in his memory — particularly
tzedaka and acts of kindness, that, in Providence, we will immortalize him in
other ways. I wish we didn’t have to.
My apologies for not haveing written in better times.
May you be remembered among the mourners of Zion. Love,

The Estrins

AKIVA, SIMCHA'’S Father

SIMCHA was 12 years old when we moved from the state of Maine to
Providence Rhode Island for Schools in the state of Maine he used to
take his sister fishing all the time, he liked the out-of-doors never liked
school.
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It is difficult to sum up a life in a few words, even a life
as tragically short as Simcha’s. What I most remember
about Simcha was his kindness and caring for people.
There is a mishna in Pirkei Avot (II, 9) where Rabban
Yochanan Ben-Zakkai asks his disciples to tell him
which character trait is most important for a person to
have.
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“Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai said to his students:
Go out and see which is the good way to which a man
should cling. Rabbi Eliezer said, a generous, unselfish
spirit. Rabbi Joshua said, one should be a good friend.
Rabbi Yosé said, be a good neighbor. Rabbi Simeon
said, one who sees the consequences of his actions.
Rabbi Elazar said, a good heart, i.e. a spontaneous,
open love for people and good”.
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“Said he to them: I prefer the words of Elazar, for in
his words, yours included”.

It seems to me that this mishna was written about
Simcha, who made it his goal in life to be a 210 12¥ to
have an 210 1Y, to be a 2V 72N and most certainly
had a 290 1. There are so many stories about Simcha’s
visiting people and friendliness that even a fraction of
them would fill and entire book.

It is difficult to understand why, and seems so unfair
that Simcha died so young, when his adult life was just
starting.

It is written in the Gemara in Avoda Zara (X, 8):
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“Rabbi cried and said, there are those who acquire
paradise in a short time, while others take many years”.

Apparently, Simcha on the brink of adulthood, after
attaining a level of maturity and character which was
appreciated by all who came in contact with him, had
reached his level of perfection.

Let us seek comfort in the thought expressed by the
Tannach in Devarim Rabbah (VII, 5):

JJNR¥A ANR 721,099 JNRI ,TNRA ANR T2
:(2 /2 NYNP) 2N 772 27 IR .DNYPN N TR
RN NPV DOYTY MR PR Y UMY oy nTHh ny’
nYWY DTR MYR RYR NN DTRY R0 NRY T DTRY
nywa qr P NTY Nywa an nTmo nyd nnn

Jp3 nnn
“Blessed shalt those be who thou comest in — when
those comest into this world. And blessed shalt those be
when thou goest out —when those departest from this
world. Said Rabbi Berachia: It is written (Eccleseastes
IIL, 2): “There is a time to be born and a time to die”.
Do we not know that there is a time when man is born
and there is a time when a man dies? But it means:
happy is the man whose time for death is like his time
for birth, as when he was born he was innocent, so also
when he dies he is innocent”.

One thing is sure, we will not forget the 210 1Y, the
210 }9W and 20 72N that Simcha was.
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