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“BARUCH DAYAN EMETH”

I awoke at dawn with a sigh

There was my son by my side.

And he said to me in a soft tone

“] came mother, to bid you Shalom.
Hurriedly after the fast

I took my kit and quick repast,

I had so much to say

But little did I know

How short would be the say.

Come not to the Creator with complaint
Even if reasons seem dim and faint.
Mother, life is what the sons give

And in their death command you to live.
Be brave, mother, be strong

And your image will help others along.
For you are left with much to do

To raise your children by the Torah true.
Try to remember my way of life
Though my days were so short

That in good and in strife

I found solace and comfort

Accepting all in good faith.

Oh, mother, of your other children take care
And with the help of G-d, they will help
you bear your sorrow.

To my father, my dear father

Whose broken heart you must mend

This message for him I send:

The road of life is paved with pain and grief
But thank G-d for his grace,

Yes, only through our belief

Shall we find our place.

Take the good with the bad

And pray that He will spare us

From what is sad.

Fortunate is he who has faith in his heart
For he will find his way from the start.”

Sariel Birnbaum, of Yeshivat Bnei-Akiva Har-Etzion, 23 years old, left the Yeshiv
on Yom-Kippur in a frantic hurry to reach the Golan Heights with his unit. The next d:
he fell. After sitting ‘““Shva’ his mother wrote a series of poems in his memory. One wa
translated into English:
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