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The Editor's Pages

Jews, Arabs and Israel

INETEEN-year-old David Eller, who died in

an accident on the last day of his military
training in Israel, was the younger son of my
friend Lili Eylon. I had known David for about
a year before Lili and her two sons settled in
Israel eleven years ago. His friends and fellow-
soldiers called him “sunshine” and on David’s
tomb-stone, in the military cemetery on Mount
Herzl, “sunshine” is engraved in Hebrew letters
next to his name.

David was a brilliant and a lovable boy —
lovable as much as he was brilliant, 1 can see
why his friends called him “sunshine.” He gave
joy to all.

The American press reported on David's death
in front-page despatches. Born in this country,
David loved America and remained an American
¢itizen. But he was a Jew and so he volunteered
for military service in Israel. On the day he died
he was to complete his training as an officer.
The honor was conferred upon him posthumously.

Some weeks ago David's mother wrote to me
that David had exeep-
his Arabie studies at the Hebrew

—and with pride done
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University. He majored in Arabic because, his
mother writes, he used to say, “it is more impor-
tant to understand the Arabs than to fight them."”
For David, this did not mean an irrealistic kind
of pacifism. He volunteered to fight the Arabs—
and he died for Israel.

But, his mother writes, “he loved Arabic lit-
erature and culture” and he wrote Arabic poems.
Among . the fifty, or so, poems his mother found
in his desk are Arabic poems as well as poems in
English and Hebrew.

In Lili's long letter—the first she wrote to me
after her son’s death—she mourns for *“David,
my child, who is now pictures in an album, a
voice on a luckily preserved tape, a bundle of
poems and letters, and so many wonderful mem-
ories." She recalls his activities, his hobbies, his
friends, his love of people and their love of him,
and his ambiftion: to serve as Israel’s ambassador
in Cairo. In high school, David had won the In-
terna.ional Prize of the Lions for an essay on
“Peace.” But he knew that Israel had to fight for
peace and survival, and he was ready to pay with
his life for Israel's survival,
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